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Scope and Topics 
This special issue will cover the exciting field of topological photonics and structured light.  Topology in 
photonics has made significant inroads through topological materials, enhancing light-matter interaction 
and driving the next generation of photonic devices.  In parallel, structured light considers the underlying 
degrees of freedom of light, how they might be harnessed and controlled, fueling new forms of light 
beyond the textbook.  Together, the tailoring of matter and light opens new possibilities for photonics, 
covering fundamental studies and applications alike.  In this special issue we encourage papers at the 
interface of these topics that give an historical account, future perspective, and a snapshot of the present 
state-of-the-art.  Topics to be included in the special issue will cover: 
 

- classical and quantum structured light 
- topological light and optical skyrmions 
- topological materials  
- spatial and temporal states of light 
- topological properties in real and synthetic systems 
- applications of topological photonics and structured light 
- photonic devices based on topology and structured light 
- light-matter interaction 

 
Call for Reviewers 
If you work in this area and are interested in reviewing for this special issue, please email your CV to 
Andrew Forbes <Andrew.Forbes@wits.ac.za>. 
 
Submission Guidelines 
Submissions will be reviewed in accordance with the normal procedures of the Journal and papers must 
be formatted according to the Information for Authors found at: 
https://ieeephotonics.org/publications/journal-of-selected-topics-in-quantum-electronics/ 

● Manuscript and Graphical Abstract Submissions should be made online at 
https://ieee.atyponrex.com/journal/jstqe-pho. Graphical abstracts are strongly suggested. 

● Select the paper type “Special Issue on Topologic Photonics and Structured Light (TPSL2027).” 
 
Important Dates 
Open for Submissions: September 1, 2026 
Submission Deadline: March 1, 2027 
Tentative Publication: Nov/Dec 2027 
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EARLY ACCESS: DOI-citable articles will be published online after acceptance upon submission of final 
files and rights selection – sometimes well in advance of issue publication. 
 
For further information, contact the JSTQE Editorial Office:  
Irene Hendricks, Journal Administrator 
Email: i.hendricks@ieee.org 
 


